Distinguished
Service

ANNUAL AWARD

ELIGIBILITY
•
•
•
•
•
•

An individual in the deep foundations industry.
The nominee can be in an active job position or retired.
Nominations can be posthumous.
Nominees do not have to be DFI members.
Nominees will be considered for three years then they must be renominated.
Any DFI member can nominate a candidate.

NOMINATION PACKAGE
• A statement of reasons for nomination (500 words or less).
• A brief one-page curriculum vitae of the nominee.
• Completed nomination form.

SELECTION CRITERIA
Consideration given to duration of career in industry, industry leadership,
technological leadership, technological innovation, strength of curriculum vitae,
character, DFI contributions and accomplishments, and contributions to the
advancement of the deep foundations industry.

SELECTION PROCESS

The Distinguished Service
Award (DSA) was started in
1981 to recognize individuals
who have made exceptionally
valuable contributions to the
advancement of the deep
foundations industry.

DEADLINE APRIL 15

The Executive Committee and Board of Trustees each rank the nominees from
1 to 5 and provide individual rankings to the DSA Committee for consideration.
The DSA Committee ranks the nominees on a scale of 1 to 10 based on the award
criteria, tallies the rankings and reports the results to the DFI President and
Executive Director. The board votes on the highest-rated nominee for the DSA.

COMMITTEE
The DSA Committee is an anonymous judging committee selected by the
appointed DSA Committee Chair and the DFI President, and approved by the
Board of Trustees. Members being considered for the current year’s DSA are not
eligible to serve on the DSA Committee in the year they are considered for
award.

AWARD INFORMATION
• The award may not be made to more than one individual each year. A
selection each year is not mandatory.
• The award is presented to the recipient by the Chair of the Award Committee
or DFI President at the Awards Banquet held during the Annual Conference
on Deep Foundations.
• The winner receives a bronze replica of a Leonardo da Vinci pile driver
mounted on a marble base.
• The winner’s name is inscribed on a permanent plaque of all recipients, which
is displayed at each Annual Conference.

